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Until poow woe have dealt with the question
of women s exelusion from ssearali, on fhe -
aumption that the posifien of prime minister
qualifies as seraral, However, many conterd
tlat thns assumpleon i3 meorrect, They angue
that since the Enmbam's exclussn of waomen
emerged from the verses coneerming the
mnnrchy, maarehy is the paradigm for dee-
arad. Therefone, Rambam's general exclusion
ety only b offices that wnpoy, b some ax-
tenl, the qualines of mwmarchy, and, they point
aul, the eflce of prime-minister lacks such
qualities, The qualities cited inelude live-time
terma, hereditary suecession, powers of coer-
cioil, appodintiment by fiat (in the case of King,
b thee Sardfreatrin and a mavi), and baing a ser-
vant o the mational body — Keweser Timraed.

Prominent scholors amd  poskio demons
strate that the office of prime-minister does not
constite sermeal, as it lacks one or more of
s qualities. R [zaae la-Levi Herzog, for
nilance, asserls sl seraralr nelfiers 1o |:|I!'|.'-|¢.||:|E-
nan-elect v powar. = B Hersog additiomlly
supgested that since the Stabe of Ismel was n
Jmnd venture bebaeen the UM, ond Jewish poo-
ple. ihe Jew's halakhic responsibality for the
State is limited. . Shaul Yisraeli, a neapecied
meember of the Mizrachi rabbinate who wrobe
TRany inflwential respamnis on malters perlaem-
i B dhee Siate, held that that prime-mimaster
wis mot the hesd of o free notional govermment

Keweser Fisewe! — and thus assimilated the

identity of the prims-minister to that of a
advarliady, Bl Yisrseli writes, <t is thus obvious
tlual just as moa busisess parinershap befween
Jews and gentiles, one con divide the insks
amng them, se that the gentile ndministers the
business. and, this is not considered sevarmh,
for he only represents the parners amd saues
directives in their name; so 1o in ihe greater
partership of the ity and stae, the basie con-
tent ol the power of elected olticinls 15 no dif=
lerent. Thev hove e seraral, bul are anly
representatives of the community wha function
o ifs wallbeing, and as such have received
their special posvers. . and it is noed forbidden
to appoant gendiles as representatives (sheli-
B )™ Anether prominent lsmeli, K. Lael ™
distingumshes contemporary communal leader-
ship from seraeelt on the basis of elections
canstituting communal consen {Fabdalali] ™
k. ¥a'akov Levinson™" rabki of Choveve
Tewab in Brossklyvin, says tlat the phase = that
hie may pralog bis dayvs as his Kingshep, b and
hes ehildren™ (Deuteramemy 1720} indicalbes
that menarchy. and seraral penerally, entails
litetime incumbeney amd hereditary sucees-
aien. The pesition of prime-mimster lacks
s gualities and therefore cannet be cormsd-
el meraraly ™™

While it has been shawn that o formidable
groupof sk and scholars adept permissive
positiens  regarding  appeinting & woman
prime-nuinister even over an observant male,
Uere are sl strong grovmds 1o forbed . Gener-
ally speakame, s paper has prssented penms-
sive  opinions  hecause  they  represent o
depariure from mainstream pesad amd thus

muay mol receive as much atention, In terms of
pewrk, Ray Blashe sintes linmly that ane shoulkd
e muhiea tor Rnmboms posibon that women
cannet assume any form of seeeealk, and it is
clear from Bav Mashe's mention of the “pres-
idend of the state” in his respoisa that he doss
nol distinguash between the office of prome-
muniater and serarat® E. Blech i conclud-
g his nrticle suggesis that that the rensom bor
exeluding a woman from the monarchy ap-
pears o b the prineiple of "Gl Seviedele fa
sl pesrimany,” @ that wdeal i justiGably
nelevant in many forms of public office.

I sumenary, i L s current inaperloct
stale one may clect a woman For prime-minis-
ier, [man ideal situation, the Kishonim disagree
whether a woman is excluded from all formes
af serargeh, Ramibam and Ritva sy ves, Teafos
and Eosh @y ne; and b 15 unelear swhat Ban,
Rashba, and Bamban hold. BMoreover, even
with Enmbam amd Eitva, mony prominent
ey and scholars diflTerentiate a primee-min-
isler from serweal. Yet, despibe the formida-
ble voices for leniency, Rav Moshe Feinsiein is
mafrnir ™ He that as 0 may, ol 15 cerlann that
behid every great leader there stands a 156
il
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U Conversabion with B Brovender™ {Aouagust
20019 hipeaewew vhed ong i) features 'eon
rehd liiml.

U fgrgrnar Miowhe, Fowale D de, [ nos, d4-03,
Rav Maoshe™s texhmval does ool address di-
rectlv the tyvpacal sitintion in Ismeh palitios
where veders must chose amongst several irme-
ligicus eandidates
® Additiconally B Judah Gershung in Her-Toral
ve-fu-Mwalimady, [1 (lyvar 57100 T4, quotes an
warly authonty whe quesitons the appoiniment
of Shema’va amd Abtalion, whaem Rambonm
wriles were the sens of converts, as hend of the
Beet Drin, Riva is queded as saving that it no
eiual v qualified person of Jewish descent can
be fouied, then one mesy even appoint the sons
of converts. Riva's ruling indicates that of a
wominn were The most qualfied candidate, one
mury appoint her
WYNET N2 is |:|I|E' weacw vl go il arti-
clea T 30,0 - 3614341 00 html
* At pocsible sounss for the exclusion of
winmien from public offics, but ol one atirnb-
ubedd te Rambam, s Bama®s ruling in Soseer
Nfislygmat 3722 that dhe oificials of the &efial
alsn hecome dayvvanine. Begause women, ne-
cording e accepled  pessk,  connot be
aliveierime, thew caniof be comanuni tv ofTicers.
Hivwaevier, B, Bletch motes that Eema lusts omly
posbons that invedved judicial function - such
a5 inx eollectors, whio, ns part of thair joks, as-
sersed the mite each household prid, To dhis au-
iher's knoadledge, dhe prime-minister does not
have a judicial role.

Faor descusssem concennng ol patenal
sounaes of Rambani's posiiten, see B Blaich's
very indiomative sriicle; “Women on Synn-
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* Rav Moeshe quedes the sen prurally-based et
et Yehoshua had the status of a King insafar
a3 the kews of meved be-mafnur applisd o him
and that he had the ability o estabhish the
Mishiban i Shiloh. The question anses: I s,
whal dees the Tornh mean when i1 sintes 1hat
ang daoy Fews will demand a King - what qual-
ities of kKingship did the stofim mek? A close
resding of the passages in Samuel [ chapter 8
converming 1he Jews” demad for a koeg imdi-
cales that the powers of a King relate specili-
cally o property nghis nmd matters of personal
service (See K. Bleich’s presentation of Tesfoe-
vard agime Sofier, Likbwfen.no. 1400 his article
“lewish Law aind the State’s Authoity 1o Pun-
wsh Crime™ in Contemporary Halakiic Prot-
Seass Foll BV, (19953, Chapter 1Y) Perhaps,
such copohilities prompded the neguest for n
Eing.

“ Indeed, Eav Moshe's understanding  resd
welle into the amswer found in Ramiban and
Ruashba that they soted Crofurgroy one with th
ather asconding 1o her words amd advies ke-dhr
mafkal = ;s i she were a grean
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" Chana Luntz (Avodah Mailing List, Wolume
02 0 Mumber 001, Teesday, September 22
1o g e anshidas org sy odaty'ved 2 v
2] shimly wrtes thad, nlernntively, Teaniol
and Kosh were onswerning thot Devornh was
allowed to be a judge based on a feora o
stvar vl miimala to s answer given an Tosafol in
Nighdwlr 490 of “al pi far-dibbar,” regarding
which she writes, “Thas arswer assumses fhat
whnt she did was Halachically Assuor, nmwd
grven the Kol that n Mavi = torhidden b do
something that is Halachieally Assur unless it
is a Horaas Sha'a (sce ez Megila 2b, San-
hedrin M, Yevamos Sb, Bambam Yeaodei
Hatorah penck 91 we would have o asome
that 1t was Horaas Sha'a (samilar 1o the view
expressed by Eov Moshe regarding Shmawn
and Avitalven) ™ To butiress the possibilify that
st answers are indeed il same. she ana-
Iyzes thwe phrass “ori-pesred fu-Shekinimat,” and
winhis, “may b the fact of the Shoshim s pros-
ence mamil that the usual Halacha was
wapved. ™

** Fashba ns o second answer writes, "o pos-
sibly she was s judge and judged ard they ae-
cepled her v the way that a person can aceept
are of his relatives,™ a formualaton alse Gound
un Ban, Eamban writes a ssemingly wdentical
statemment that, “medabhelin v devarelsa bi-
peisewrane,” For reasoms unelear o ihe auiboer,
E. Moshe savs that perhwps Ban and Rashba
(he dessen "t msention Ramban) lad inmind that
il Jews acoapted Deverah as judee onoan sd
hoe basis. Therelore, she dud not have an off-
cial posation ns judpge ond one cannat derive
ilent these Rishonim are tmeoncerned with gen-
cral Female lepdership

e Telwkals Je-Visrael of pi f-Torals |
{Jerusalens, 19HU pp. 2-12, 22-3], 044 05
1135,

W s Torale vasfaa=N Secinale TR (19351956,
" N fishpened Ui e, Heesfien AMislipas. no G

4 The comespt of commmumal consend servis a
purpase in addition o distmeuishing elective
cifiee froam seraradl, 1f creades o umgue oflice
withim the halakhie system, The coneept las
received much discusson. In medieval fime it
was used te create legislatune aisd 1o grant the
ability o purish to an unspecified person, Sad-
ditsonally, Swee K. Bleich's artaclbe, “Jewash Law
and the Smte’s Auwtharity to Pumish Crime,”
where he discusses the opinion of Eashbam
and Rambam who apparently held that non-
Jewizh Kings have power because the people
aooepl & persen o besiow upon the normative
qualities of kingship. B Kook decussass how,
atter the Jewish moenorchy disselved, the
porwer retumed o the people. B, Yisraeli
{Armred fe-Yormilawd { Tel Aviv:Moreshed, 1565),
15T, pp. 52-63 and 19 pp. TO-817 expands on
B Baook's idea o posit that thee Jewish com-
maumity teretions has the abiity o create a po-
sthon with the poweers i deems ap
i Bleiveon Sr-Naealifar mai-Noefiraier due-fla-
Feekfeals, Mew Yook, 1920
o Sucha posiiion leauds o the intensating issue
af p:rl:l'l.'r.rl:d clareteristics ul'cuu.h:.u:lp-umr_'.
beaders; and the related question of when tlser
consiiuents moy disobey them, With regords
10 s, the Yerusliatmi states that one looks
for the most “feirirein She-fe-mfiekiu” Fur-
thermare, Rambam in Filkhor Savdredein
wiites that when a person tina position of e
araly, evin o King, Gals to exhibil poative char-
actensties the people should depose their failed
lender. However, with regords o conlemporany
leadership, because  the law  found  in
Yerasfalond enwrges o the pessbio regand-
ing seraral, and even a pon-Jew may serve as
a combemparary leader, perhaps personal char-
aclemsies ore of hitibe iderest, Indeed, R, Yis-
raeh = nssimilntion of conbempamry leadership
o niothing mare than a business arrangement
iirdicates =uch a seifiment. Therefore, indicat-
iing that aiws need not relieve a leader of Toose
mirals,
T he lest ol distinguwshed authanbies opposed
o wanmen halding public offiee imclhede Hotets
Havim, B Havim Creer Grodzivski, B David
£vi Hoffman, K. Yehoshoa Leib Dhskin, B
Yol Hayvim Sonenfisld, B Yehisl Michl Tu-
catcanski, and B Yisrael 2 ey M berg.
Actually, Rav Moshe has o defimtion of
sewaraly that deserves inveshigntion, Kay
Maoshe expresses the Lowe as: one canmot hire
a woman for a position which invelves ber ren-
dering deszons 1o iz displeasure. Within that
understanding, Kav Mosle allows a comaiu-
nily do pay @ mabbn who bas aowoman working
as 0 raeaeElivaly Tor him, He explains that while
her siringent rulings may not plesse the com-
munity, the mabbi does not micd. This idea
seemingly leads to the improbable. and con-
tracdectory, sonclusion thal sceordma 1o Kay
Moshv ome may elect a fermale prinse-mmasier
as |long ns she receives her salary form somes
ang whom her authority doees not effest nega-
fively,
= A rabbi informed the author fhat be b
ashed K. David Farstein whether Bav Maoshe
evier retracted ns stnngent raling. and K
Thvid fold him that Bav Boshe hod ned.
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