rameters of the word “sererah.” but they all
s by involve supervisory posabions involyv-
g civil matiers i the comamumi iy

Anciber consideration for today s congre-
gations is a questien that canmot be fully dis-
cussad inthis article, that of demscracy and the
howy ol eompares 10 the appoaniment by a
prophet, Certainly. tle King needod b be clho-
sen and anointed by a prophet, as we see
Sfer Slvewel, That alone, however, was in-
sufficient. Matienal aceeptanee was alse re-
quired."™ What does acesplance in iselation
mrcan? Would the Torah consider that an “ap-
pointment?™ In our congregations, wie nught
hnve appoamtments that we vabe on- haw wold

our svstem compare 1o the appainimens of

ald®

In comclusion, we have explored several
approaches throughout hibleal and rabbime
literature with regards 10 womsen in leadership
posthions, We uncovered nosolid reasoning hes

hived the Sdfdeash Malabhah s exelusion of

wimgn from the movarchy, Some limit than ex-
clusion o the erigival appointment. Exceplions
T thes rube act as a case shudy o ussover what
exacly the paramaters of our Midrash are, and
they highlight nnd isedate the difterent compaes
mnents af on appoimdment, ond what it maght im-
clude. Thiz aricle should lead resders o
continue to think about these matiers, ad o
explore further what mighi guide w in form-
My DUuT oI |JICIHi|I.L'!IL"'i iI:I CHr l\.'\H:II:III:ILII:Ii[ii.'H
about women in leadership pesibons
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Certnimdy, women's ordinotion 15 a relabed
issne, bt mod o [ wish to address indhis ai-
cle.
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U Imterestingly, some synngogues odony have
policies banning both women and eonverts
frowm beceming the sl president, and that re-
jects this entire meni-focussd made of operat-
g,

St 4:5-9

HGranted, Tosatot ore troubled by a legnl dif-
fieulty ol wemen judging i© they canned bestify
Monetheless, their argaments defend her judg-
ing and behaving as a leader o the peaple.

** Berva Kaorena 15a, St 38k, Fovamos 454,
Shevrest 20,

= Rt Sevaar 130
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An Interview with Rabbi Menachem Genack

BY: Ard Lamimn

Is it importan! for Jows fo Recame s
v i B wareld of pablie servoe and podis
e faodhere o differerce n dlide regaed
Betweeema fnpereraniowead, ol arad focal pol-
ities?

Glettuag imvalved in palitics 15 certanly a
worthy endesvar per =2, provided that 11 does-
't eensume ore's whole life, becavse pelitical
philoseply determinegs the direction that this
country takes, liwlesd, we as Jews are veny
Iueky 1o live mothe greatest country in Lhe
world. The United Siates 15 il greaiest fornce
lor good 1 the world, ond given thad we, as
Jews, want to do pood, getting involved in
Ametican polities can be a pesifive thing,

Paditical inwed vement s also important at
Ml Jewvishy communal level. Al a comaunily,
we newd o have access @ leaders in power m
ferms of, for example, support for lsrael. We
should remembser that in 19359 Senator Wagner
inbraduced a Bl in commitiee o permit tn
hosared kewash clildren o enter the US above
b amnarmiggration quota. That bl died 1 come-
mitiee and tragically these children died in En-
rope, We as s community had limited seeess o
ihe lever of power then. As n communify we
learned an important lesson. That is pan of the
reason that a5 Jews we lsve Besoms so politi-
cally galvamized, 50 as o protect i inlenests
af bews nnd mast specifionlly Tsracl. Current]y,
there 15 a strong sense of suppart for [sreel
i Ulnited States. The primary reascn for this
is bBecauss it is in the Amerncan pational fer-
et Anwerica identifies with [srael and its dem-
aerabic values, Bul there ts e guestion that
Jewish political imvolvermsent from ATPAC nnd
athers do an excellent job in helpang o moims
nin this relationship, Thisis ene of the reasons
why it i bmporeant fos us to be impornant in na-
fional pelitics.

A Forns locol palitics nre concerned: one
should nhways remember thod these ot the no-
fiemal level had 1o stan somewhene, Barack
CHraima s now a presidential candidate, but a
short tims age e was a slate senator Very
aften, that is b the politseal svstem works.
To reternie, A memca 15 a wonderiul country
and, a5 Jews, we wanl o condn bube 19 sooiety,
whether through invoelvemsent in academia, re-
searchor business. Politieal involvement is an-
atler way in which we can participate in
Arnericin seciely.

e dmportand 15 8 fo be fvedved waile
crgannizmiions ke ANPHC? g melased mone:
wesy ol pofiticimes, on eitfive siae of e
aisle, claior bo by dofirg wilvn i oo for rreel
But wery after, Bee policier espousea by soome
af these public fyuees will be completely at
addy wille feose advosaled by others Flow,

WWW.KOLHAMEVASER.COM

Hegrr, whoalel we aefies the reem goodd for T3

Frel F

ATPAL a5 an imporinnl organizntion fhat
hns been exiremely effechsve in Woshington
CHvviously, dhe political lefi and right wings
hoth in America amd in Isragl - disagres on
many issues, B D don't think that the Ameri-
can Jewish commumity s lobbying efforis meed
culend that far. Rather, advooaey should be
caneerned with seeking geneml suppart For [s-
rael. This mary manifest itsell in terms of se-
cuniig military deals for lsrael. the issoe of the
resctilement of Soviet Jews, the danger of a nu-
clear Tran, ol 0 on. One of e claraciens-
tos of the demoorafic  system
disngreement, bul general support for Ismel =
somnething that can extend fo both sides of the
aisle. Take Iron, for example: if Iran manages
o produce nuclear weapens il would b cata-
strophee — even il they dwdn't use them. An
Iramon nuclear weapom would be an exisben-
fial threat o the existence of Isroel Tt would
crente n chain reaction of Sunni eountries dhat
wionld immediately seek nuclesr capahilities
for themaelyves. thereby destabilizing ihe stale
af the world. These are the son of issues fhat
arg impartanl, aml involve general support for
lsrnel — and ATFAC 15 very effechive, indegd m-

dispensible. at garnering this sor of suppaen,

I Opaon

Where i ever do dewisl valves infersect
with Asvericar political valies and where §F
erer dn ey diverge’” dside from sirpport e
Tsvned. ave Worve awaye iy der Ot dews
are expecielly well equipped 1o adidress®

That's a difficull guestion. Cbvaously, as
Uthadex Jews we should express an opimon
ahkaut certain sooial issues like gny morriage
and ahkortion. Ard there are many issues re-
garding which Jews are perceived as believing
ang thing, whils actual Jewish walues in fact
digiate the opposite, An example might be the
aden thai besg pro-choice 15 0 Jowish valoe,
when in fnet the pro=choice ngendn Hles in the
face of halnkhah and Jewish tradifien. Bt
these are obyviously very complicated issues
about which ditferent people can disagiee.

There are wssues thal are imgportant to the
Jewvash commumby om o more ubliinnon level

For instance. the average Orthodox Jew cames
an srmous burden i terma of the cost of
yestova tutaen. Whatevier we can dios 1o aime-
lerrate that burden — whether in the form ol
sehool vouxchers or novthang else — can be very
important. This might be an area in which i
wiolld b profitable to work with other eam-
miunitie with the same problems; for ecample,
my the form ol a program wiih the Aroldpocss:
af Mew York guch as the TeachY Program m
which the QL participnbes, or semething nlong
those lines.

D persomvard finith fave a place in the
pofitical werld aod the world of prbilic policy?
Hiow meighn ehix ixswee relate to cloreh wed stare
Lesues

This is an isswe that must be handled very
delicately, We would i wain to Focs our be-
liels o ofhers just liks we dom 't want aflwrs e
force therr beliels on s, We live moa pluralis-
tic society and hove o respect ather points ol
view, Hut we should recognize that the Unibed
Sdntes isa areligicos country that believes fun-
damitally in God. IF you lock at its charier
documments — the Declaration of Iixdlependence
and fhw Constituiten — i1 15 clear that they are,
o sense, rehigious documents. The concepts
dizeuased therein — like the inalienable nghs
of man — are Jewish coneepts related io the
dogting of beelen Elodin,

Arsdber example of a democratic polit-
cal value is employves nghis. Liberal views ke
this stem Froom the Tormb, Inoo letier, one of the
prominent Founding Fathers, John Adams,
even quiies the Talmud. These Hgures were
deeply steeped i religious tradition and it in-
fused the founding documents and Amencan
politicnl philosophy, S0 1 think that in that
sense Jows ond the Jewish faith have an im-
portant place in the American palifical system
Fud [ think that we begin 1o cinter dangerous
territory wlhen we start to speak about particu-
lar dowclnies. Amenea 15 o country with a G-
verse papulndien and it s nol approprinte g
impose ane or andber docimne on others In
ather words, Ameren is, in a sense, 8 religious
coridry, 18 believes in Gaod and its destiny — the
shining City on a Hill. But imposing apeei e
dogtnnes particular 1o one religion on the en-
tire perpulndion 15 imappropraie

Hav Gewrek meesifioned e American po-
Tivtcard tradfinfon, who are e grots ol Americor
fistory wilver com serve ar orodels for us®

Wil obviowsly Aaserican history has lasd
gianis as well ns midgels, Hul there 15 ne douohl
ihat there were these amaeng the founders with
absolutely extraordinary mimds. There was
Joh Adams, Alexaider Hamilton, Geoerge
Washumgion — and [ supposs | must menlion
Thomas Jeifierson be-al korbi. And these nwn
were nware that they were shaping the course
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