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Bastween Senator Hillary Clinten runimng
for thw demooratic nomines, Govenser Sarah
Palinon the Eepublican ticket and [smeli For-
eign Mimster Terpa Lavm warking 1o hecome
leraels second female Prime Binister
“woimen in public office” is a tepic on people's
minds. Some Modern Orthodox sfufs have
begun to have women presidents, and allow
women o held other 2w oifices, although m
many communiiies even that kind of public
display of women in power within the syna-
gogue is avoided. Certainly, many Orihadoy
o, Fully ebssrvant of Tewish Law, already
hold puble posions an secular setimss, Wy
the discreponoy™ Why the hessmbon™ This or-
ticle will exnmime hitlical and mbbimie saurees
ihat disgusz the issue of women's leadership,
and hopefully gain insight inte what fhose
AOLTGES &1 COVeying te us, and bow, ifat all,
sl irmpacts sur abuation Boday.

The Torah tells us i parashae Shofion:
“If, atter vou hove entered the lond that the
Liord your Ceesd has assigned o you, and taken
possession af it and seiled in if, vou degide, °]
will st a king ever me, as do the nations abaat
maiz.,” ot shall be free o set a King over vir-
sell, ame elwsen by the Lond your Gaod. ™ The
Tormh tells us among the mony milsvol swe one
given in preparation For owr enbry inge the Land
af larne] that we will require leadership, The
Hosrasl writes that while the initiative at first
will come from the people, the selecton will
ultomabely ke up b God. wsd the appoiitment
will eaume Fromm the natien,

The S, n Tamaitie compilation of
Mtdraly Hawlwkialy on the book of Divarie, in
its comiments on eur verse”, insludes the clar-
ification: “reeledl ve-lo malfah.” Meaning,
vou shall b fnee o set o king, and ot o queen
as the maonarch. The text, in using the word
king, has excluded the possibilily for a qusen
i bz part of this commandment, Where do the
Rabbiz leam this rule? Examining the follow-
iing limes will guide us g an answer by high-
Ighting the methodology with winch the
Rabhis of the Sifred opemted. The midrmsh con-
frnues on o the next clamse in our verse, “one
chiosen by the Lord vour God, seeording we a
prophet.”” The Malbim (19 ¢ Russia) asked
il quesstion: whene did the Midrash lean this
secand rule? Why does the Midrash need
mnlion 1o s et God wall speak through a
prophet? He answers: hecause thas 1= what the
people did in Sefr Shemvel

In Befer Slneaeel the peaple appreach the
elderly prophet Shemuel. aimd they 1l him,
“You have grown old, and vour sons have ot
feellowind v your wavs, Therelore, appout a
king 1ar us o govern us like ol siber nafions,™
The purpese of getting o king from the nation’s
perspective is fo replace the Judges. Later in
the chapier. atter Sheme] warns the people
aboud the Kinds of saenlices geiting a kg will
aavelvee, they reinfioree therr itensst, and ey
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expound upen the rensen: “That we may be
like otber nations: Let our king rule ever us and
goout at our bead ad Gzht our batiles ™

Fromn these words 11 s apparent that Lhe
lunction ol the king for these people was pri-
marnly that he be their “commander in chiel.”™
W knoww Trom Sefer Shafas that the Judges
fouight wars for the people. We alao know that
lsat form of leadership ciddad in disasser and
civil war. Umee that penad eoded. the people
come 1o Shemueel and demnned new leadership
They want change! All the adber nations have
a fumetioning monarch wha leads their nation
i buibtle - et s what thee people ber waint.

Furilsermone. the Mishnal i Seee deir
cabis amwnyg 1he Kang's povwers that a king may
lend the nation mido @ aeslfemed sesling, with the
consent of the Santedrin, Rombam deduces
from here that, in the case of o sullenrver
mifisval, the king may take initiative even
witlwsunt first getting the Sarfredeir s approval ™
Caerlainly, o of the King™s promary roles was
to Lead the mation m baittle:

Conmdenng the king's military finotien,
a prbem with a female King arises, The Tal-
miud fakes for granted in several plages that it
i man's natune o fght in baitles, and it is not
a wontian s malure "™ Parhaps it was Gor thes nea-
som that the rabbis precluded the pasabality of
o gueen in o posiion of king

Hovwewer, this analysis is insightful cnly
as far as & king of the natien of Ismel is con-
corned. But how does tlis inform our question
of shul preadents and e like? Wihale shul
presidents deo face nsany diffieulties, goang
hattlz 15 not wsually an the joh description
Eambhnm makes the tronsition: “We may nol
appeind & woman ta kingship, as if says, “a King
upen vou and oot a queen.” So oo with all ap-
pointmeins in lsrael, o only appoint a man w
lwem, "

Rambam inkes an impumction thal limated
ke rele ol commander 1n chiel to men, where
il Torah wrobe the woerd “Ling,” and the Rab-
b explained it was limited 10 mei, asd o ap-
plicable o womsn—and s amplifies it 4o such
an exbent that it applees withoul lomits, 1o every
single appainiment in the Jewish people!
Based on aur earlier nnalysis, this jump s poe-
#ling. Perhaps dhe Enmbam™s understanding of
ihe Midrash dilfers froim the one | have pre-
acnisd.

The b Sameale (Lathuama 19220 ¢ of-
fers @ commentary 1o Rambam s law: “Ties
that the Talmud savs in the chapter Three Whe
Ade | Herabiior 49) that women and slaves ane
miot included in Torah and kingship ' is not a
prood, sinee the explanation for that satzment
15 comparable to the mitsvah of Torah siudy-
Just as women are nol obligated to sty
Taruh, so wormen are mot oblignied mthe pos-
itive gommandment o estabdish a King wpon
Israel. Thas is as the Sefer fa-Flismekl arode,
Atz [woren] are not congierors, and this
maatier 15 simple.”

Thie e Sameale remuarks bire that the Tal-
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misd"s limitation fer women from “kingship™
in Beraklad a3 a potential reason o exempt
wiomen Trom grace after meals is unrelated o
aur Midrash of mefedh ve-lo maibal. He refer-
emces, instead. o the Seter ha-Hinnukh { Spain,
13e.h,

Thee Surfer Te-Farwinekel thad the O Sl
cites® explaing that the requirsment for the
kingehip o bs an inherited position is e ex-
clusayve o the King, butl 15 geneally set in place
sn that the chldren will have o fear in their
hearts for the shaes that they are comang to il
He does not mention this prineiple with regands
fo thee lignitation of mieleld ve-lo pieifal. Fur-
lsrimore, even within this expansien, il au-
il of Sefer Fea-Siarakd adds that where the
mhentance of o posbon docs not Jead b
greater awe for the job, we should nppoant
someone new, who s more apprepriately
suited for the position,

The O Summicali makes twg comameins.
The first intradusss the prinaple il wonsen
need mal appoint a kg upon the nation of [s-
mael, since that job s reserved for the nation’s
meen. O Srmealt 5 second commient. wherein
he cites the Sefer fa-Fliamedd, is elusive: is he
expounding on the firat point. saying that the
appoanlend ol kimngs 15 réseryied fior wen he-
cawse they ans the warnors? Or s be address-
g the Sifeed s mule that Eambam brings down
here? I he s dodng the latter, 1 understand why
wiomen aught not hold the Kingship. as sonen
arg ok meant 1o b warniors, However, the ex-
plonation dows not satisfy Rambam's axpan-
sram 1o all positions of appoaitownt with [srael.
The ment-bosed credentinls that nre essenial
lar nll ather appoantments aught o perinin b
wiomen as they da for men, The O Samvenl
dogs not address Rambam's reasening in this
nespect,

Arndlser difficudty wiih thes enting issue s
mpresented by the case of Devamh, Tn the Sefer
Shaofim, chapler four, we lenrm: Devorah, witli
af Lapidat, was a prophetess, She led (afaffali-
audged, 1itd larae] &t that fime, S used o st
under the Palm of Dhevorah, between Ramah
and Baethel in thw Il country of Ephraim, omd
thee Isrnehites would come ta her tor decisions

She summoned Barnk, son of Avincam, of

Feedesh in Maftali, ad snid to him, “The Laord.
il Grod of [erael, has commanded: Go manch
up o Mount Tabar, and dake with you ten thou-
sand wem of Mattal and Zevulun, and 1 wall
e Srsra, Yavin's army commsander, with s
chanols nrel his troeps, toward vou up ko the
Wadi Kishon: and [ will deliver him ina vour
hand.” Pt Barnk snid to her, "I vou will go
with mee, [ il go; af not, Twill ot go” Ve
weell, D will go with youw,” she answered. “Hiw-
wwvier, there will be not glory for you in the
course you nre inking, for then the Lard wall
deliver Sisera imo the hands of 8 woman ™ Se
Drevorah went up with Barak fo Kedesh, ™"
W s in these verses that Devorah led
the people. She scted as a judes, and sha s
trusted amd reled upen both as e mation’s

prophetess and ns a military leader s well. De-
vorah tried to uphold the military limitation
leat v saw i the Sifrer. Sl tells Barak that it
will msakes baen look bad if e sofdepes her oul
i the battlebield wath him, bt be msists. He
doesn’t leak brove lrem thas stary, bt Devorah
dives go ool 1o war with him,

Maiy have pondensd how it could ke that
a woiman was leading the people of lsracl, The
Ha wle fra-Tosafor ma several places come up
with e hosie suggestions ns i how it eould
he that Devornh “judged™ the people:™® either,
alve wasn ™t really judging. but menely teaching
A alternative suggestion Tosalsd bring is that
Trevorah was thrusted upon the sation as a
prophetess, aml omes Chad gave his approval,
then she has the approval she needs b he
lender, nnd the people embrace ber™ The Ran
mekes o similar point where be distinguishes
hetween o Torah-lender and a Torah-teacher,
where in the ease of a teacher, people are not
hound by ks or her ralings, but maighit choose
t Gl thean, whensas a leader s rulme ane
himding. ™

Thee Mirafiar Hiewsdih { 19* C. Podand ) lim-
its the rules in the midrash about who can bea
king to the original appoiniment. He remarks
that just as the Noda bi-lebedal (1Y C.
Prague) ruled that a son of a female convert
ool inherit the Kingship, s could nowoman
The prohibitiors merely restrict whio we are al-
lovoved to appoint in the first place. This is
based on the language of the verse, “sonr
dawim' = that vou shall appoint. This approach
cniphasises the centrality of the appeantbnsent,
and deemphasizes the limiintiens that the
Tormh sets upon who con be nppormed, ™

Perbaps with this enderstanding, we can
reflact o one of the B alar - Fosaf s com-
megnis about Devorah. She was brought upon
ilse nation as o prophetess. God chose ber for
this pasitian. The fammal nppomtment of kings
hnd niot wet begun, nnd her entire realm of losd-
ership stemmied from the et that she wasa
prophetess. The leadership she took an there-
aller appears to have a grasseoots-liks natung:
radber than recsvang a formal appoimtment. she
gets the notion™s nppraval, and she's in. Peaple
would come o her tree and ask lor advice nmd
seek her guidance and decision making. In this
waw, | would argus that it would not vielate the
Midrash's restriction, based on the sounees we
have seen.

K. Moshe Femnstenn (207 ¢, Bew York)
distinguishes between whnt s considered n
person’s profession and an appoinfment "' He
anvs fhat the “appointmems” invelve an aspect
of “seraraf’- or authority position. He brings
his up i conswlenng the permussibaliy of a
mwdest widow acling as a mastegifra kasfout
i kitchen 1 make a hiving, and he mules that
iheere is e concern of seraeal in such a case
hecause she has o supervisor and dess ned held
ulteiiate authority. A digsagresment exista in the
Talmud™® between the Palestiman and Baby-
lomean practior with regands o defimng the pa-




