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af histery. Washington wrote of his awareness
it every step b took set o precedent

O gourse the greatest of the all, in oy
apinion, was Abrmbam Linooln, One of the pn-
mary rensons lor my fnscimation with Lincaln
is fhat within him he wedded practical political
genius, a tremendsus empathy for peaple, ex-
prcassd with tremendous clogquence. He repre-
senls Aaserican aivilabion at ifs gretest, The
values he axprosmsed were Jewash values
human dignity and the freedomm of man
ihat, perbaps, is why be had such a comibori-
able relaticnship with the Jews, When General
Cipant isawed Creneral Order Mo 11 in TR62, ex-
pelling all Jews from the wisstern bermlones,
Luscoln conseled the Jews and told then
come e ham as Father Abronham, and he over-
made the order. He understoed the Jewish ex-
perience, and that is why he also understood
the expenence of the black slaves. Indeed.
ilwzre is a lof to b leamed from studving Lin-
il — s lifie, his thought, his prose, has ex-
cmplary maml chomecter, amd s on, T once
spoke 1o President Joel amd sugpesied thal
studying and learning abowd Lineoln showld be
a requirement, in undersiand the best of A mer-
iean civilization.
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A dhaere mny contemporary polifical fips
urey Har Hav OGeneck believes ane iwpartant
M fine A ook JSewiah PERIPERC e F

I am a great sdmires of Former Fresident
Clenton. Pechaps nol in the sense of Jewash val-
ues, bl Clindon certainly hos an ineredible
mind, When vou histen 1o Chinton spenk, he
mnkes obeervations that make vou undersinnd
ihe situation. A 1 don™t keow any political
fgure who could do what he did. When most
polineal Geures speak, i sounds miber hack-
neved. Bt mat Clinton — b 15 just so fascahal-

g

| had 8 correspondence with the former
President of about 100 letters about different
Jewash themes s the Bible and =0 forth, |
would wnte 1o him aboul subpects like B
Akiva, amd he would write back inleresiing
heared. In fact, the Jewish experience really
interested him, and people would be surprised
howe well versed he ds in the Bikle, Tn one l-
ter, | discised how lesders aren’t perfect and
B aven the best of them are Mawed - that s
why Yehudah waos chosen tor meafthae rather
than, sav, Tosel Yehudoh wos chosen beonuse
Yosel was unable do admit a mistake, My
daughter was the o who actully typed up the
letter. and she refierred to Genesia 28 In his re-
spomse, he had cormected 1o CGenesas 38

As tor as Tsrael 15 concemed: T traveled
with him o Ismed three fimes. | spw the ener-
s coimection betwesn bim amd the peaple
af [eras] and [ think that e really cares aboud
les people of larel. Cmee, ata dinmer, someone
mentioned Yitshak Kaban, T overheord him ne-
mark that Enhin was o greal mam, that he was,
in-posense, like a father Ggure o him

Heove shioncdal an Orthodey Jow relate o

i |

oy BE TR T eTE] Trws? Daes owe faawe
Io conrparimeitiilize Iis positive qralities and
sgive qraliies i sl a stared fanhiiom ™

I weas acivally at the White House wiwn
he canbessed b s misdesd . TFwas oround the
timee of Rash ha-Shanah, [ tald Bra Clisdon
lnt we are tald that when Gusl judges us on
Rasl ha-Shanaly, he judges us in context, our
matsved ane sompared 1o our aveirod and a
road spectrum of vsoes 1 aken inlo accoinl.
kv aveny spimien is that in Clinten’s case, [ am
not embarmassed teosay that he is very eaning
and empinthetic. With his foundation’s work in
Adivea b has literal v saved tens of milliens of
lives. [1's amazing bow ane person can galva-
mige swch supporl. That is the Ball Clmten ihat
I admire very much

Hovw shemalel @ Jew wlne wanis w0 gl in-
verlved i the world &f politics and pubiic pol-
soy alead vty feadiekfoe dsswes b shemiral
Shabhat, kashrut, ma’ hallul Hashem versis
Liddush Hashem, s
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wanis o live in [smel. Senator Lisksrman
demonstabes ihat an Orthodox Jew can aeeom-
plish ainything in this country,

Hioreled Ry Gevrack fike o share with Kof
Hamevaser liis perspeciive o e ppeasming
elwcsion’?

| was & very stiong supporier of Senatos
Hillary Chinten amd | was desappointed wlwn
sl dad mal ger the momanation. [ thoughn she
wiould hove made a very good president. |
ihink that we can be prood that the American
political system produced tao good candidates
for presdent, Seimtors MeCain and Ohama. Az
far as the two meainess are soncenwed: s
campaign has pivoted arsd two lies Ohws s
that Senntor Molmn is George W, Bush,
Clearly he 15 not. His coreer in public hife has
been marked by his independence and willing-
ness o evedn take an his own pany. The other
ie lwat Senator Chaima = a Muslim who onee
studved 108 mardraces as g child and that fes
Iriends are lerronsts, That 15 nat tree erther, Tt

15 nmazing that these soris of thangs hove cur-
reney inour political system

Someons whom [ admire very imuch in
s regard 15 Senator Joo Lisbonman.  Take
shemirat Srabbat, or example. He always
wilks b ihe Sennte i vile on Shabhnt, ond he
hasn ™t comproamsed on has standords, T dan’
meenn tr make him into s Bosh Yeshivah - he
is ot — Bt he s certainly a role maedel for our
coimimuinty, aisl somehody of whom we can be
gl Delissd], 1115 amazing o soe how Gar an
Crthados Jew can rench, and 1o see how that
wins nol an impediment e him o he the Vice
Presidential nomines in 2000, And il vou resd
e Mew Yok Times. you Kiow that if it wene
up to Senater MeCain, he'd bs a nomines in
2008 as wall. Ard thes s someone who keeps
Shabhot ond fasfiead! 1 used o leorm a hitle
with Senatar Lickerman on the phone, amd 1
Kooy that these issues are imporniant s him. He
ig very proud of his daughier Chani who i
atudying in Stern College oo aid wltimately
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Based on the polla. it looks like Barack
CHrama wall be our pest president. And [ tlank
et witly the coonony lavine crasbed ond all
the ather problems in the world, Senator
{¥nma 15 someane who has put tegether an
economie team that includes President Clin-
fon's =8 Team.” sueh as Robert Rulbdn amd
Lamy Sumimers. Both candidates are people |
tlink somenca should be exevedingly prood of
hoving produced, And [ think that either one
wiuld he a sirong supporter of lsrael, Ky
cousin Julivs Genachowsi went to Harvard
Law Sehool with Ohama, ary cousin bedig ain
Chthodoy Jew asd Otbama being Black, both
Bzl themsslves o be cutsaders amd bocause of
their respective expenences they honded nmd
hove remained close fnemds. My causin 1ells
ez that Barack Oibama becagse of his own life
expericnezs relates well to the Jewish experi-
civcs, 50 1 think that Obama would make a

goed president as far as Jews are concermed as
wedl

Entlser way, next presdent 15 geang o have
ti faoe enommous challenges — both domesstic
and intermational, Perhaps mest imporinnly, he
will bevee to eonfront Tran. We will nessd te im-
provve the Smerican image in arder for os o
work with other nations o withetand the eai-
nows theeat ol a nuslear Iran. Bemember, ol
winsn'l g0 lome ago that Clinkon was presmdent,
and Americo was ndmired arcund the world, 1
hope that either of the current candidates if
clected president will do evervthing that is nee-
casary t thaar Iran's dangerous nuelear aim-
Tt

Adter the domage done ke Amerion’s
standing in the warld in the past eight venrs,
we need & president whio is more cerebral and
leas intuitive: who respoirds witly lis head and
nid his guit, whao is mers ampinical and less ide-
alogical . Obama has demonstrated these qual-
mhies. Fadd of cowrse, he remmins unbesied omxd
doesn’t have the vears of expenience he can
relv on s bemplate for actien, but [ think we
have good reason 1o be hopelul.

Sie sowme Orthador Jewish commnaniiies
dn’nt Tomah plavs a rode i aedermdminge how o
wite, Fhoes do’nd Tomh demee @ rode fo pdmy i
Ain n;'],:'ul"r.l':"'

[ am nob even sune what oo er Toralr re-
ally 15 | remember the Bav telling me that he
hndn 't even heard the phrase unbil he come b
Amenca, 5o 1 don't know exactly what da’al
Tarah means, Thowgh the Bav in his hesped for
Ray Hayim Cweer develops the notion, | assume
it applies only 10 someons of his dimensons,
Bt whatever of mseans, i certamnly shouldn®
play o rode dn compellimg someone b vole for
a speciho candidate. Ohviously, the Tarmhb has
speeilic values and mitsvot and those should
medivate evervihing that we do, bt [ don™
lnink that vou ean ercate a apecific political
apenda — whether to be o Democral or a Ke-
publican — out of this system.

This gquestion relates e the issue of can-
didates whi egpouse values that are explicitlhy
agaiiat the Torah, As [ mentioied befone, this
a5 an vmpoetant and eomplex 1sae, but | don™
twink o i the endy issoe. [ thank that Kay
Moshe Feanstem was once nsked whether one
mary vode for such a camndidate. He responded
bt these ame niot the only isswes that should be
considered.

Fablti Mengchem Genack is o Fosl
Yeshuval of REETE, annd o adso e ddmmis-
arartowr o e O s Keshead Diivision s well as
e Fndvbd ol 'rdfgﬂ'g\u;:rl'ﬂlf Shewmieed Kaanah

Ari Lamow ix o sewior dn PO marioring ar
Jewinh Smadbes Fe i e ouerviewer for Kol
Homsvnser.,
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