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Themas Paire (1737-1809), Brtish-hom
American writer ard Revolutionary leader, in
his pamiphlet Comiron Serse (1776 atinbutes
il British maenarchical tyranmy on the prece-
dent ==t by the lews “Government by Kings
was first introduced into the world by the Hea-
tlwens, fram whain the children of lsrael copied
e custom. .. And here we cannot but abserve
that their matives were bad, vie., that they
mnight be like wnie otler nations, i6., the Hea-
il whereas their trus glory laad in being as
miuch unlike them as possible s Jews under
a iafienal delusion requested a king.” Paine is
referring g the event in Samuel ©in which the
preople s o the prophet and say, “Behold!
Youars old. and your sons did net follew vour
WAVE, S0 R appoint for s a king o judze s,
like all ths peations™ *

In accordance with Paine's acousation, the
Jewish poople wsed a seemingly undeimogratic
ayatein in aceordancs with Jewish law and ver-
ified through history, whergin a monarch led
the Jewish people. hMashe, upen instrustion
from Gosd. tells the people while thes are inthe
desert, “Wisen vou come ifo the Lamd.. you
ahall surely set over voursell a King whom
Hazlsm vour God shall elwooss™

1t s coneevable dhat the Lwish poople in-
troduced monanchy as & malnstream practics
as Thomas Paiie a0 passionatsly declanes.
hovwever, monarchy may wd be the only form
of governance eommanded by the Torah, s
aezn i Jewish history. Rav Alaron Lichien-
atgin explaing that the monarchical command
forid i Dsvderomomy doss ol alluds spesif-
eally toa king as ruler, bub in Gt te any, “eivil
aovereagn... coigsivably an oligarchic of dem-
aeratie entity as well.™™ In facl certain logal
atruetures found in the Tanakh, as well as ex-
amples in Jewish history, exhibit swhat have
caimne i ke known as likeral democeatic char-
acten sics, similar o thoss apoussd by the 115
Constitution.

In addition 10 Rav Lichtenstein's insight
that halakhah condones a democratic leader-
aluip, there is alse witldn ths lalakhic s,
a aeparation of powers, which is often linked
o derocratic govermments, particularly that of
il U5 governmsnd. Halakhah dictatbes that the
mmarchical authority figure coexial with a
Salfredein, the high court of justics and
aupreimne councl of ancient Jerusalem: “As-
aemble for ime seventy imen of the el ders of [s-
ral, whom you know o b the people’s elders
and officers, and you shall take them to the
Tend of Mecting, and they slall sand thens
with you™™ Whether the Jewish nation is led
b a meenarch, or & “givil-sovensign”, thens is
astifubed v the halakhic syabem, “povernanecs
which is by definifion not in the hands of reli-
gioud leadership,™ Mot only does the S

fwctein exemplify the separation of powsrs, but
within the framsework of the Seefiednine exiss
ihe overriding Factor of democracy: rule by
msajoriiy. Bambain podnts out iin his anrodue-
tian o Lfshme e Toral that & o, prophed, ear-
mies no mors weight in il Seebedein than his
fzllow members:

Ragarding deductive logie, intellsctual
peresption and comprehsnsion of s mitsvot,
il Prophet is exactly Tike fhe oller Sagaes whe
are equal o him but who have nof attaimed
proplecy. For when a prophet inaintains a
point of logic, aimd ancther Sage who is not a
Proghet likewise maiitain a (conflicting) log-
ical arguiment, even if the Prephet shall say,
“The Almighty revealed to me that my logic is
corieel,” you mday e fake hesd of what he
aane,™

The Constirntion

aration of powers wherein the civil auhority is
held in the hands of a could-be elected official
imot spscifically & religiows o rabbinde figure),
whe govems in parinership with a Sandfeedrin,
i chargs of the religious affair. A separation
of powers — a potentially elocted official — a
coart sy stem ruled by the magonty —does this
nok s ke the formudations of democracies
il wwast today?

The separatiom of powers, a term erodibid
i the Franch Enlyghiemwnt poliscal philose-
pher Baron D Monlesquicd, was also exers
ciged i Jewish awtomemous rule dunmg the
secorsl commenwealih era, From the very be-
auimang, of the Habyloman wale, the Jewish
cormmnity was bed by the reile galas, or the
Exilarch, who handled the socular aflains wiile
ihie rashet yeshivah of the great Babylonian
acslemies admimstensd 1o the spiniual needs
af the comumunnty.™ The destribution of povers
wits also carmved cul within e system of the
Exilarch, for the reiat gatmta appoanied judges
aned then as tse head, was hamseld the Gl
coirt of appeal ™ The symbaote (althoueh not
always) leadership by the Exilarch and heads
of T Baby lonan veshaved proved 1o e a suc-
wois because during a ersat part of the second
commaawaalth om, = the Jews enjoved a good
deal of automomous rule., with almest all oiter-
nal aivae admumstrative fossbons coming
uriler the junsdicton of the Exilanch.™

Triathfully, the first hints of demdosratic
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charactenstics did pot start with the Davidie
reigin or seeond commoimsealth ra but can be
forwinad i the Tanakh. D thee Lot Boshe sits
b himnsel £ froim “morndng until the evening ™
Juedging the poopls of lamel. His father-in-law
Yitro looks at this impractical system aixd
pointa ouf its impracticality saving 1o Moshe,
Yo will surely weary — vou. as well as the
people that are with you™ Yitre acknowl-
cdges the intensive labor on Moshe's part, as
well a5 his lack of availability to the poople.
Therefore. Yitro sugpeats 1o Moshe that be st
up a court system by appointing “leaders of
thowsands, leaders of hundreds leaders, of
fifties, and leaders of tens, They shall judge the
preople at all times, aid they ahall bring aveny
mERjor matier fo you, aied every miies matier
sy shall judge. ™™ Followving Yitro's advice.
Mloalse sets up a syatem thal ensures accessi-
bility and respoise to the people on individual
and mational levels. I remarkable similarity,
il 115 Departiment of State affinms amongst
itz charactenistics of demesracy that “all levels
of governasnd must be (a3) acsesaible and re-
apoiaiye to the people as peasible™. Unbe-
knownst o Yitro, his suggestion 1o Moshe o
meake judges available o the people would be
a imajier factod in democratic pelicy.

Jumping ahead over 1500 vears past the
Dravidic dynasty and second commanwealth
e, i opportunity For sell slection and som-
miunal aubeneamy anoss for the Jews i 1659 cen-
tury Eastern Furope, specifically in the ancas
of Grreal Poland, Little Paland. Red Bussia, and
Wolhvinia in the form of the Ya'ad Arla ha-
Arataot, the “Couneil ef the Four Lands™ "™
The Fir 'ao Arbar fra-Ararsor, “the suprems leg-
islative and junidical as well a5 exeeutive body
of Polial Jewry™ was a goveming gystem di-
vided up by region amd geograpldcal locations.
The U5 Departmwant of State publication lists
s decentralization of the govemment o re-
amal amd kecal levels™ as a chametenstio of
demoeracy, whach i3 in essencs the foumdation
and strusture of the Vo ad, Goverming o a <ty
el was thae detiflad, which regulated the syn-
apogue, cemelery, mbbas, daveaaion (religious
guslges) amd all the other services neqinmsd by
an organized community, There wens also sub-
keleiller, small ouilying sstilements of larger
citizs that would be absorbed amd manmtanmed
by the neaghbonng gefoifialf. Bach kefuifial had
tliree offieers within s siruciune: “the elders.”
whi rotabed offios cach moath, functiomed m
a marner smilar toa tewn mayor, the “iovio™
caldermen ) who provided advice aml practical
assistance K the heads of the befulfak and the
council. The kehilfaf led o greater svslems
called galifor, which had representatives from
severnl Sebitfor. Thay would meet Drequently
i diseuss the ssees af ther respective larger
geographical areas, Ultimately, the leaders of

the sub-kefeillen, beditfon,  and galifor wauld

convene four times a vear in what basaime
known as the Fr'lad, Al these mestings, nepre-
aenitatives from all the geedifor and would make
decigions that affeeted ts four lands that com-
prrvsd the Faed™ Din addition e the distnilbu-
tien and allocation of hicrarchical governing
robes. the rabbinie leaderalp of thsae positions
wis glected by the Jewisl community, & cone
agent of demscracy.

Moam  Chomsky,  Amesican  linguist,
phileopher, political sctiviat, author, and lee-
turer, ones daid “democracy and fresdoimn ans
e dhean just idsala o be valued, they may be
caential 1o survival.”  Is it possible that
democracy has contributed to the illogical sur-
vival of the Jewish people that Mark Twain se
famwusly illustrates in his essay “Comssrmng
il Jews"? Mayhe, maybe not. Either way, as
ang combs through Jewish listory, amd mones
impedtantly throwgh e Tanakh, the traces of
dermoeracy ag difficult fo cacaps.
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UG was displesaad widln the Jewish people's
requeat for a king deapite his command in
Dreuteronomy 175 However the depih of this
topic warrants aother article comgletely.
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